R.M.GreenhalghVascular Imaging for Surgeons1995W.B. Saunders  by Adam, A.
Eur J Vasc Endovasc Surg 12, 119-124 (1996) 
Book Reviews 
Vascular Imaging for Surgeons 
R.M. Greenhalgh, Ed. W.B. Saunders, 1995. 531 
pages, price £90. 
Vascular surgery is changing: an increasing num- 
ber of conditions can now be treated using 
interventional radiological techniques. This has 
increased the importance ofpreoperative imaging. 
In addition, as technological developments have 
made it possible for some forms of imaging to be 
used in the operating theatre, it has become 
increasingly necessary for surgeons to have a more 
detailed understanding of imaging modalities. 
This book is aimed at surgeons, and has been 
written largely by surgeons; only a minority of 
chapters include radiologists as co-authors. This 
is reflected in the text: there is an emphasis on the 
clinical applications of imaging techniques, on 
the selection of patients, and on the use of the 
various imaging techniques to guide surgical 
practice. In addition, certain technical aspects 
which radiologists might take for granted are 
described in detail: for example, there is a 
diagram demonstrating insertion of a pigtail 
catheter over a guidewire - -  perhaps the radi- 
ological equivalent of tying a simple surgical 
knot. Nevertheless, the description of such 
aspects of technique probably make it easier for 
surgeons unfamiliar with angiographic methods 
to understand the application of the various 
procedures described in the book. 
The 43 chapters in the book have been written 
by 126 authors. The text is divided into eight 
major sections; 
1) Introduction. 
2) Carotid Arterial. 
3) Heart, Coronary Arterial and Thoracic 
Aortic. 
4) Abdominal Aortic, Visceral and Renal 
Arterial. 
5) Peripheral Arterial. 
6) Varicose Veins. 
7) Deep Vein Thrombosis 
Embolism. 
8) Venous Surgery. 
and Pulmonary 
Some of the chapters deal with rather esoteric 
subjects; for example there is one on "Octreotide 
Scintigraphy; a new method to visualise para- 
gangliomas'. Other chapters deal with basic 
subjects, such as "Imaging for Deep Venous 
Thrombosis". New developments are covered 
well; there is a chapter on "Spiral CT for Aortic 
Aneurysms', and another on "Fluoroscopy and 
Angiography of the Aortoiliac Segment". 
Although the book deals mainly with diagnostic 
imaging, there are brief descriptions of inter- 
ventional radiological techniques, uch as inser- 
tion of metallic stents, and aortic stent-grafts. 
Despite the large number of chapters, and the 
even larger number of authors, there is little 
repetition in the book: Professor Greenhalgh 
deserves great credit for this. The references are 
up to date and there is a great number of 
illustrations, most of which are of high quality. 
This is not a traditional textbook to be read 
from beginning to end. It is an excellent reference 
source which provides very useful information 
on a large number of subjects of interest o 
vascular surgeons. I believe that vascular adi- 
ologists, especially those undertaking interven- 
tional procedures, will also find it useful, not 
least because of its emphasis on clinical issues. 
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